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TOBACUO TAX LEGISLATION

© Two states have enactaed éigsrofto tax increases to date in
1977. . The Indiana cigarette tax will increase from 6¢ por

" package to 10.8¢ per package effective July 1, 1977. The
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South Carolina cigarette tax will incresse from 6¢ per package
to 7¢ per package effective July 1, 1977. The South Carolina

7, Governor vetoed the tax incraano bill but the House overrode
"5the veto. e

- As 02 June 10, 1977 an nggreglte of 58 bills 'hich would

. increase state cigarette taxes have bheen introduced in 27 -
- mtates. Thirty-three of the cigrrette tax increase bills
.. have heen defeated in 19 states. An aggregate of ten bille
. which would authorize municipal and county cigarette and other
. - tobacco products taxes or tax increases have been introduced .
p-in six states, . Nome of such loaal tax hille hava beaen passed o

nnd four hlva haan defcnted in thrae ntataa.

B Cl.;lrotta tax bille which relste to the "tar” and nicotina =
.- content of cigarettes amre pending in three states. One bill .
. 18 _pending in each of Colorado and New Jersey which would levy

an additionxl tax per package on cigarettes having 16 milli-.

nicotine content of each cigarette. - This Massachusetts bill .

- has been introduced and haw besn either defeated or died wtth
- adjournment for several consecutive years. . Four "tar" and O
. nicotine tax bills have been defeated or died. In A Counecticut oo
- . bill the levels were to he set pursuant to study., A nnryland_ f,af
" _bill would ‘have levied an additional tax of 5¢ per pack where -
. the “tar" content was 20 amilligyams or more and a gimilar ln-sn- g
chusetts bill had the numbers 4¢ additional per pack if the Mtar”
.- oontent was 17 milligrames or more and 1,1 milligrams or more -
nicotina._ A Iinnosota h111 ‘has not bcon fully rlported.-j_

A pAAY ‘18 pending in North Carolina which would 1norm- ‘the
- cigaretto tax rron 2d per puckugo to 56 per packngo. T

3 An aggrngatu of fivl bills which would 1ncreaae other tobncco
- products taxes have been introduced in three states. None haw
- pamsed aund four of the bills bave been defeated in two states.

~ grams or more "tar" content per cigarette (13£ per pack sdadi-. . .
. tional im Colorado and 10¢ por pack mdditional in New Jarsey).,
2 A 1l is pending in Massachusetts which would increase the o

~cigarstte tax st varying amounts depending upon the “tar" und S
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