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- #1 ;gougg gAf,‘{gg LIy} 18 ON YIDEO POKER: The state House voted 96 Bto forbld new .
video-poker machines in the state for two years but to allow the owners of 20,000 existing

machines to keep as many as three machines in each establishmem. “The ifea fs this Is a

moraterium, -so you can’t-hgve any mare machines in North Carclina. And you can't have any
more than three ig one place gl oie time,” said House Majority Leader Phil Baddour, D-Wayne.
Senate President Pro Tem Marc Basnight, D-Dare, who pushed for an outgight ban, said the
"House version is unsatisfactory. The profiferstion of machines in South Carolina, which this

month banned them, led to.problems. *Video poker thanged the entire appearancs of Soith
Carcling,” Basnight sald. *... They had machine imits, and then they set up fille boeths - 80

“machines.” The bill faces a  final House vole today (David Rice, WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL,
7/8). The Senate approved 3 ban on the machines, exempting only the casine on the Cherokee

Indian Reservation. But House members wers lobbied by truck-siop and convenience-store
operators whe rely an the mashines for pant of their income. During Mouse debate, a procedural
vote g adopiing the Senate ban failed, 60-45. The potential standoff over video poker comes 8s

. the Iegxslature tries.to finish its session this week.

#2 AST IS EAST S WEST..; A fight aver zoning 15 likely to surface this week
in the General Assembl}r,' Al issue is & Benale hill that would redistribute-1998 clean water bong

funds, The bill adjusts formules for awsrding water and sewer granis znd teans to- jocal -

govemments. As passed by the Senate, [t would award about $320 millien 16 communities eas
of Alamance County, and only aboyl $45 million to communities from Alamance County west to
the Tennessee border. The House version, which is scheduled for a final vole tonight, would
guaramee af least 30 percent of bond funds each to weslem tounties, Piedmont ¢ounties and
eastern counties, “Vell fix it when 1 gets back over here,” sald Senate Finance Co-chair John

Kem, D-Wayne, sponsar of the bifl. “ don™1 know what's going on over there” In the House, Under -
the Senate version, communilies with Zoning ordinances would get extre points when loans or _
grants gre considered. The zoning poftls would it ihe bond funds heavily in favor of egsfern .

Goumnt|es. “You're doggohe right we don fike zoning in {he mountains,” said Rep. Milch Gilespie,

R-McDowell, “Pacple there aren't geing to have i.” Giliespie’s amendment o divide the bond

money aqually passed by cne vole in committee, but easily won tantalive approval in the full

House. Eastem lawmakers argug their local govemmonts, still ¥rying o recover from Humicane

Ftoyd fasf fall, need ali the help they can get, particutanty for services like water and sewer. But
Gillespie argues thal volers in Western M. C helpad pass 1ne bonc15 and deserve 2 snare

#3 O YOBACCO WA TCIL Senate Inaders say they don't intend to accemfata paymems from
the state's robacco semfement to g trust fund for tobacco growers and quota owners. “Wa've
looked at it. And in light of events since the House passad its bill last year, we think the need for .

Jfrontleading no lenger exists,” Sen. Tany Rand, D-Cumberland, ssid after a House-Senate

conferenice committee discussed the issue, Leglsiators agreed last year to put 50 percent of the

. state’s tobacto semlement into the Golden LEAF Foundation for iobacco-dependent

communities, 25 percent infe 8 tust fund for health programs and 25 percent into a trust fund for
farmers, quota holders and tobacee-relatad businesses, The House later passed 3 bilt that would

- “frontjoad" payments from the state's $4.6 billion 1obaceo setlemant into the tealth and tobacco

tusts during the eady years, The Senate removed those provisions (ASSOCIATED PRESS,

- 718). When the conference cormitiee met, Rep. Lee Daughtry, R-Jobnston, pushed for early

funding for the tobacto trust. Sen. David Weinstein, D-Robeson, sald that between Phase 2

-money and disaster-sssistance payments, we've pul oup S437 million so far this year™ for

tobacce. Graham Boyd, executive-vics president of the Tobacco Growers™ Asspdiation of N.C.,
said despite the payments tobacce farmers have recelved, they still need help after three stra:ght
years of cuts in Quaies. The conferees did agree the heaith trust fund should make Improving the
heshth of the poor and youths one of its priorities (Lynn Bonner, NEWS & OBSERVER, 7/8),
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