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WHEREAS, teensmokingincreasedbyapproximately73percentbetween198gand1996 ;and
WHEREAS, teensmokingisassociatedwithincrossedrespiratoryproblems,addictiontonicotine,and

otherdruguse;and'
WHEREAS, routineidentificationcheckshaveproveneffectiveinreducingthesaleoftobaccotcf

minors;and
WHEBEAS,, the"WeCard"programisasfatewideeducationinitiativewhichprovides.classroorn

trainingto retailers involved in the sale ofage-restrictedproducts, such as tobacco and
aicoho l, in an effo rt to teach emp l oyees how to keep these products o ut ofthe hands of
youth; and

WHEREAS, theStateofSouthCarolinaiscommittedtoworkingtogetherwiththeSouthCarolina
AssociationofConvenience Stores, the SouthCarolinaMerchantsAssociation,theSouth
CarolinaPetroleurnMarketers Association and the Coalition forResponsibleTobacco
Retailingtoreduceteensmokingby encouragingretailerstoparticipateinthe"WeCard"
program.

NOW,T'ITEI2EFORE ;I,JimHodges, GovemoroftheGreatStateofSouthCarolina,doherebyproclaim
Apri11999as

RESPONSIBLE. TOBACCO RETAILING
AND "WE CARD" AWARENESS MONTH

thnntghoutthestateandencourageallSouthCacoiiniansto recognizethepositiveimpactoftheeffortsofthe
participants inthe "WeCard"program to reduceteensmoking amongyoung people inthePalmetto State.
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Jim Hodges
Governor

State of South Carolina

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/mgvj0053
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